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CIVIL    AIR    PATROL    ORAL    HISTORY    INTERVIEW, IS

C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l  O r a l  H i s t o r y  I n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  i n i t i a t e d  i n  e a r l y  1 9 8 2

b y  C o l o n e l  L e s t e r  E .  H o p p e r ,  C A P,  o f  t h e  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l ' s  N a t i o n a l

H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  o v e r a l l  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  i s  t o

r e c o r d  f o r  p o s t e r i t y  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  C i v i l  A i r

P a t r o l .

T h e  p r i n c i p a l  g o a l  o f  t h e s e  h i s t o r i e s  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  b a s e  o f

k n o w l e d g e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e a r l y  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l

members  who  in  the i r  own  un ique  way  con t r i bu ted  to  the  de fense  o f

o u r  g r e a t  c o u n t r y.  C e r t a i n l y  n o t  o f  s e c o n d a r y  n a t u r e  i s  t h e

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l

c o n t i n u e s  i t s  g r o w t h .



F O R E W O R D

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  a n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r v i e w  r e c o r d e d

o n  m a g n e t i c  t a p e .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  w a s

o v e r  e i g h t y  S e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  w a s

l i m i t e d .  W i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e ' s  p e r s o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  s o m e

majo r  emenda t ions  have  been  made .  The  reader  shou ld  bear  i n  m ind  tha t

h e  i s  r e a d i n g  a  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  s p o k e n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  w r i t t e n  w o r d .

A l s o ,  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n fi r m  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s

h a s  b e e n  m a d e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  r e fl e c t s  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e ' s

p e r s o n a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e m

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .

E d i t o r i a l  n o t e s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  m a d e  b y  C A P h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  e n c l o s e d

i n  b r a c k e t s  o r  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  a n  a s t e r i s k .  ~ e r e  f e a s i b l e ,

fi r s t  n a m e s ,  r a n k s  o r  t i t l e s  a l s o  a r e  p r o v i d e d .  A n y  a d d i t i o n s ,  d e l e t i o n s

a n d  c h a n g e s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  m a d e  t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  b y  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  a r e

n o t  i n d i c a t e d .  R e s e a r c h e r s  m a y  w i s h  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  i n t e r v i e w

t a p e  p r i o r  t o  c i t i n g  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .
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D a l l a s ,  Te x a s

Co lone l  Wa l te r  M.  San fo rd ,  CAP

G e n e r a l  B y r d ,  I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t a k i n g  t i m e  t o  u n d e r g o

t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l .  F i r s t ,  l e t  m e
a s k ,  a r e  y o u  a  n a t i v e  o f  Te x a s ?

Ye s ,  s i r .  I  w a s  b o r n  i n  D e t r o i t ,  Te x a s .

D e t r o i t ,  Te x a s ?

Ye s ,  s i r .

J u s t  l i k e  t h e  c i t y  u p  N o r t h ?  S a m e  s p e l l i n g ?  W h e r e  i s  t h a t  n e a r ?

i  m o v e d  a w a y  w h e n  I  w a s  a  y e a r  o l d ,  b u t  I  w a s  b o r n  t h e r e .

W h e r e  i s  D e t r o i t ?

U p  i n  E a s t  Te x a s ,  n e a r  P a r i s .

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  y o u  w e n t  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Te x a s .

Ye s ,  s i r .  I  w a s  e x p o s e d  t h e r e  f o r  t w o  y e a r s .

~ a t  w a s  y o u r  m a j o r ?

Geology.

T h a t  i s  w h a t  l e d  y o u  t o  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y ?

Tha t  i s  _~ Igh t .

Te l l  m e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  o i l .

We l l ,  I  w a s  i n  t h e  B u r k b u r n e t t  F i e l d  a s  a  r o u g h n e c k  o n  a  w e l l  a n d

g o t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  o i l  fi e l d  o n  t h a t  w e l l .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  u s e d

g e o l o g y  a n d  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  I  w o u l d  d o  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  o i l  b u s i n e s s .

I  h a v e  h a d  p r e t t y  g o o d  s u c c e s s  w i t h  i t .
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O.H. Byrd

And you developed your own company,  d id you?

Ye s ,  s i r ,  B y r d - F r o s t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 1  w i t h  p a r t n e r  J a c k  F r o s t

( T h e  c o m p a n y  n o w  i s  D .  H .  B y r d  P r o d u c t i o n ,  To w e r  B u i l d i n g ,  D a l l a s ,  T X ) .

Tha t  i s  when  you  se t  up  the  bus iness?

Ye s ,  s i r .  M y  f a t h e r  t a u g h t  m e  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s  w h e n  I  w a s  j u s t  s i x

y e a r s  o l d .  S o ,  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  u s e d  t h e m .

Yo u  s e t  u p  y o u r  o w n  c o m p a n y,  a n d  d i d  y o u  n o t  h a v e  t h e  d u b i o u s  t i t l e

o f  . . . . . . . . .

" D r y  H o l e  B y r d . "

H o w  m a n y  d i d  y o u  d r i l l ?

5 6  c o n s e c u t i v e  d r y  h o l e s .

T h a t  i s  a  r e c o r d ,  i s  i t  n o t ?

A n d  t h e n  I  d r i l l e d  t w o  fi e l d s  ( s u c c e s s f u l  w e l l s )  i n  t h e  s a m e  d a y.

S o ,  y o u  fi n a l l y  g o t  a  g o o d  o n e .

Yes.

And where was that?

S a n t a  A n n a  F i e l d .  I  d r i l l e d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  w e l l  i n  C o l e m a n  C o u n t y,

Texas.

~ e n  d i d  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  a v i a t i o n  s t a r t ?

W e l l ,  I  a l w a y s  u s e d  a v i a t i o n  i n  m y  o i l  b u s i n e s s .  I  fl e w  o v e r  a r e a s

a n d  a d j u s t e d  t h o s e  a r e a s  t o  b e i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  o i l .

D id  you  have  your  own  a i rp lanes?

Ye s ,  s i r .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  h a d  o n e  o r  t w o  a i r p l a n e s .

What  k inds  were  those?



 . D.H. Bzrd

We l l ,  fi r s t  o n e  w a s  a n  E a g l e r o c k ,  t h e n  a  S t i n s o n ,  a n d  t h e n  I  h a d

a  L o d e s t a r .  T h a t  i s  m y  f a v o r i t e  o f  a l l  a i r p l a n e s ,  t h e  L o c k h e e d

Lodes ta r.

T h a t  i s  a  p r e t t y  b i g  a i r c r a f t ?

T h a t  w a s  a  b i g  o n e ,  y e s  s i r .  S e v e n  p a s s e n g e r s .

D i d  y o u  u s e  t h o s e  p l a n e s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l ?

Ye s ,  I  u s e d  t h e m ,  b u t  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  I  w r e c k e d  t h e m .

We r e  y o u  a  p i l o t  y o u r s e l f ?

Ye s ,  s i r .  I  a m  n o t  m u c h  o f  a  p i l o t ,  b u t  I  h a v e  h a d  a  l i c e n s e  s i n c e

I  acqu i red  my  own p lane .

W h e r e  d i d  y o u  l e a r n  t o  fl y ?

A t  B u r k b u r n e t t .

A t  B u r k b u r n e t t ?  D i d  t h e y  h a v e  a  s m a l l  fi e l d  t h e r e ?

Ye s ,  s i r ,  n e a r  t h e  o i l  fi e l d .  I  w o u l d  s p o t  t h e  fi e l d s  t h e r e  f r o m  t h e

a i r  a n d  t h e n  I  u s e d  t h e  d a t a  t o  fi n d  o i l .

W h e n  d i d  y o u  b e c o m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l ?

O n  D e c e m b e r  I ,  1 9 4 1 .  A l o n g  w i t h  G i l  R o b b  W i l s o n  I  o r g a n i z e d  C i v i l

A i r  P a t r o l  w i t h  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s  a n d  w a s  a p p o i n t e d

Commander of  the Texas Wing by President  Roosevel t .

You  were  in te res ted  in  such  p rog rams  ahead  o f  t ha t?

Ye s ,  b e f o r e  t h a t .  I t  w a s  m y  i n t e r e s t  a n d  k n o w h e w  t h a t  p u t  t h e

C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l  i n t o  t h e  w a r .

i  s e e .  A n d  h o w  ~ i ~  y o u  ~ o  t h a t ?

We l l ,  G e n .  C a r l  S p a a t z  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r m y  A i r  F o r c e  a l s o  w a s

a  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l .  T h r o u g h  h i m  I  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t

( C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l )  i n t o  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .
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You governed opez'a '~J.ons in Texast  d id you not?

Ye s ,  s i r .

D i d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  d i f fi c u l t y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  . . . . . . . . .

No .  Everybody  was  coopera t i ve .  The  Governo r  and  eve rybody  e l se  was .

I ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h a d  l i t t l e  p r o b l e m s ,  b u t  t h e y  w o r k e d  o u t .

~here  d id  you  se t  up  your  headquar te rs?

Beaumont,  Texas.

You  he lped  es tab l i sh  a  un i t  a t  Beaumont?

Ye s ,  s i r .  I  h a ~  a  b a s e  a t  B e a u m o n t  a n d  ( f r o m  t h e r e )  w e  fl e w  o v e r  t h e
wa te r.  We d id  a  l o t  o f  good .  We loca ted  a  German  submar ine ,  and  we

fl e w  r i g h t  o v e r  o n e  o f  t h o s e  s u b m a r i n e s  a n d  i t  d u c k e d .  ~ l e  c o u l d  n o t

do  any th ing  abou t  them.

Yo u  fl e w  p a t r o l  o v e r  t h e  G u l f .  I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?

R i g h t .  T h e  G e r m a n s  h a d  s u b m a r i n e s  i n  t h e  G u l f  a n d  I  fl e w  r i g h t  o v e r

t h o s e  s u b m a ~ e s  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  d u c k  u n d e r  t h e  w a t e r.  T h e y  t h o u g h t  I

w a s  a r m e d .

~ o  s u p p l i e d  t h e  a i r p l a n e s  f o r  y o u  t h e r e ?

!  s u p p l i e d  n i n e  a i r p l a n e s  m y s e l f .

D i d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  j o i n  u p  w i t h  y o u  a n d  b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  a i r p l a n e s

t h e r e ,  t o o ?

Yes ,  the re  were  seve .~ -a l  o f  t hem supp l i ed  the i r  p lanes .

Do  you  remember  the  names  o f  any  o f  t he  peop le  who  worked  w i th  You?

Ye s .  ~ l i l s o n  G e r m a n y  w a s  o n e .  A n  e a r l y  o n e .  H e  h a d  a n  a i r p l a n e .  A n d

then  I  had  down a t  Beaumont ,  l e t  me  see  . . . . .  I  f o r g e t  w h o  i t  w a s

down there.

Was  no t  George  ~ idaway  w i th  you?

Yes,  George Haddaway was wi th me.



Abou t  how many  peop le  d id  you  have  a t  t he  beg inn ing?

O h ,  j u s t  a  f e w,  I  w o u l d  s a y  ( t o  s t a r t )  a t  B e a u m o n t ,  C o r p u s  C h r i s t i

a n d  B r o w n s v i l l e .

Yo u  h e l p e d  e s t a b l i s h  b a s e s  t h e r e  ( C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  a n d  B r o w n s v i l l e ) ,
too?

Ye s ,  s i r .

~ 4 h e n  d i d  t h e y  s t a r t  c a l l i n g  i t  Te x a s  W i n g ?

In  1941 .

T h a t  w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  y o u r  o w n  o p e r a t i o n s ?

T h a t  i s  r i g h t .

D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  a n y  s p e c i fi c  h a p p e n i n g s  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h a t

time?

German submarines.

D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  a n y  s p e c i a l  fl i g h t s  t h a t  w e n t  o u t  t h e r e  ?  !  m e a n

r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  w a r  a c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e  fl i g h t s  y o u  m a d e  l o o k i n g  f o r

the su~mar lnes.

I  d i d  t h a t  w h e n  G e n e r a l  S p a a t z  w a s  s t i l l  i n  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l  a n d  h e

h e l p e d  t o  w o r k  t h a t  o u t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .

D i d  y o u  l o s e  a n y  p l a n e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  A n y  f a t a l i t i e s ?

F i v e  p l a n e s  w e r e  l o s t ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  a b o u t  f a t a l i t i e s .

Where d id the people come f rom?

They  were  vo lun tee rs .

Vo l u n t e e r s .  D i d  t h e y  a l l  c o m e  f r o m  Te x a s  t o  h e l p  y o u  h e r e  i n  Te x a s ?

D id  they  come f rom o the r  s ta tes?

S o m e  o f  t h e m  d i d  ( f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e s ) ,  y e s .  C a m e  f r o m  B o s t o n ,  N e w



York  and  a l l  a round .  They  came to  he lp  me .

S D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  a n y  s p e c i fi c  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  y o u  h a d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?

B N o .  I  g o t  g a s o l i n e .  I  p r o m p t e d  m y  s t a t e  i n t o  f u r n i s h i n g  m e  g a s o l i n e .

S The  S ta te  o f  Texas?

B I t  t o o k  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  g a s o l i n e .  T h e y  f u r n i s h e d  i t  t o  m e .  T h e y  g a v e

i t  t o  m e .

S D id  you  have  any  p rob lem ma in ta in ing  and  keep ing  the  a i rp lanes
running?

B - - Ye s ,  a n d  n o .  Ve r y  l i t t l e .  W e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  g o o d  m e c h a n i c s  r i g h t  i n

C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l .  T h e y  w e r e  r a i s e d  u p  t h a t  w a y,  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  t a k e

c a r e  o f  t h e  p l a n e s .

S A s  t i m e  w e n t  a l o n g ;  y o u  c o n t i n u e d  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .
W h a t  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  l a t e r,  d i d  y o u  t a k e  o n ?  W h a t  p o s i t i o n s ?

B I  j u s t  s t a r t e d  i t .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  C A P  o r  a  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y.  I

j u s t  s t a r t e d  b o t h  o f  t h e m .

S Af te r  the  war  was  ove r,  you  con t inued  w i th  CAP?

B Ye s ,  s i r ,  a n d  t h e y  k e p t  fl y i n g .  T h e y  w e r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a f t e r  t h e

war.

S Were you not Texas ~'ing Commander and then Region (SWR) Commander?

B Yes ,  s i r.  I  became Wing  Commander  i n  1941  and  f rom 1948  to  1953  I

was Region Commander.  Also,  in  1948 I  was named Vice-Chairman of

the  Na t iona l  Execu t i ve  Commi t tee  w i th  Gen .  Car l  Spaa tz  as  Cha i rman .

A s  I  r e c a l l ,  I  w a s  e l e c t e d  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  i n  A p r i l

o f  1 9 5 9 ,  a n d  r e t i r e d  i n  A p r i l  o f  1 9 6 0 ,  b e c o m i n g  a  " C h a i r m a n  E m e r i t u s . "

S You were succeeded as Region Commander by Doctor  Rushing,  were you

not?

B Yes.  Doctor  Rushing worked wi th me, and I  made him Region Commander.
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I n  y o u r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  C A P . . . .  N a t i o n a l

Headquar te rs  . . . . y o u  h a d  a  l o t  o f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  a n d

then  peop le  i n  Wash ing ton .

B T h a t  i s  r i g h t .

S W h o  w e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  y o u  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  t h e

program?

B Gen.  J immy Doo l i t t l e  and  Doc to r  Rush ing  and  Genera l  Spaa tz .

S Yo u  w e r e  f a m i l i a ~  w i t h  G i l  R o b b  W i l s o n .  D i d  y o u  w o r k  w i t h  h i m

a t  a l l ?

O h ,  y e s .  G i l  R o b b  W i l s o n  w a s  w i t h  m e  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  C A P o n

i  December 1941.

D o  y o u  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  c o n t a c t s  y o u  h a d  w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e . . ,  y o u r

f r i e n d s h i p . . ,  h e l p e d  y o u  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m ?  Wa s  i t  b e n e fi c i a l ?

O h ,  y e s ,  i t  h e l p e d  m e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  m y  b u s i n e s s .  I  j u s t  u s e d

t h e i r  i n fl u e n c e .  G o t  t h i n g s  d o n e ,  i n  t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y  a s  w e l l

a s  i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  i n d u s t r y .

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  y o u  w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  e n t e z ~ i n i n g  c a d e t s  o n

the Foreign Exchange Program.

Ye s ,  I  s t a r t e d  t h a t  w i t h  C o l .  E a r l  L .  J o h n s o n .

~ t  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  d i d  y o u  d o  f o r  t h e m ?

I  hos ted  them w i th  t ime  and  money  and  encouragement ,  and  I  worked

wi th England and Germany and Texas.

T h e  f o r e i g n  c a d e t s  w o u l d  v i s i t  h e r e  i n  Te x a s .  D i d  y o u  e n t e r t a i n  t h e m

a t  a l l ?

Oh ,  yes .  I  had  them in  my  home.  I  en te r ta ined  them two  weeks  he re ,

a n d  a l l  o v e r  Te x a s .  T h e y  v i s i t e d  m y  d i s t r i c t  u n i t s .  T h e y  g a v e  m e  a

lo t  o f  encouragement ,  and  I  gave  them some,  too .



". D.H. Byrd

S Did  you  eve r  go  ove rseas  w i th  the  p rog ram?

B Oh,  yes .  I  was  ove r  the re  th ree  t imes  on  European  and  Sou th
Amer i can  tou rs .

S When  you  were  Cha i rman  o f  the  Board  you  had  to  go  ove rseas  and

se t  up  the  p rog ram?

B.: tOhj yes,: ~I :asSisted L~, settin~ ~up ~foreign programs.

S I n  l o o k i n g  b a c k ,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e

d i f f e r e n t l y ?

B N o ,  n o t  m a n y.  I  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p r o g r a m  p r e t t y  g o o d .  I  a l w a y s  h a d

good  adv ice ,  you  see ,  f rom Genera l  Spaa tz  and  f rom Gen .  J immy

D o o l i t t l e .

S You knew General  Beau,  of  Course?

B Ye s ,  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

S A s  a n  A i r  F o r c e  o f fi c e r .

B T h a t  i s  r i g h t .  H e  h e l p e d  a  g o o d  d e a l .

S W h a t  w e r e  y o u  n o t  a b l e  t o  d o  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  t o  h a v e  d o n e ?

B N o t h i n g .  I  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  I  w a n t e d  t o  d o .  I  d i d  i t  p r e t t y  w e l l ,

w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  m y  f r i e n d s .

S D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  s p e c i fi c a l l y  s t o o d  o u t  w h i l e

work ing  w i th  you?

B Yes ,  Genera l  Spaa tz ,  Genera l  Beau  and  Genera l  Doo ! i t t l e .

S Other  than  they?

B The  governor  o f  Texas ,  Coke  R .  S tevenson .

S I n  t h i n k i n g  b a c k  o v e r  y o u r  w a r t i m e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s

i n  Te x a s  w h i c h  y o u  p r i m a r i l y  l o o k e d  a f t e r,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  h a d

good equipment?
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 . D.H. Byrd

W e l l ,  I  h a d  t h e  b e s t  I  c o u l d  b u y.  I t  w a s  p r e t t y  g o o d  e q u i p m e n t .
A n d  I  k e p t  i t  u p .

I  recen t l y  re read  the  book  "F l y ing  M inu temen° .  wh ich  men t ioned

t h a t  w h e n  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  s l o w e d  d o w n  ( t o w a r d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r )
y o u  w e r e  p e r f o r m i n g  o t h e r  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  l i k e  c o u r i e r  s e r v i c e  a n d

chas ing  wo lves  in  Wes t  Texas .  The  book  men t ioned  your  go ing  ou t

t h e r e  i n  a  P i p e r  C u b  a i r p l a n e ,  t r y i n g  t o  s h o o t  t h e  w o l v e s  f r o m

t h e  a i r .  C a n  y o u  t a l k  a b o u t  t h a t  a  l i t t l e ?

T h a t  w a s  a  l o t  o f  f u n .  I t  w a s  a  w o n d e r  w e  d i d  n o t  g e t  k i l l e d .

B u t  w e  d i d  n o t .  W e  k i l l e d  w o l v e s  o u t  o f  t h e  a i r p l a n e . . ,  a n d

a n t e l o p e .

W h a t  w a s  t h e  r e a s o n ?  We r e  t h e s e  f e e d i n g  o n  g r a s s l a n d s ,  c u t t i n g

t h e  g r a s s  n e e d e d  f o r  c a t t l e ?

Ye s .  *

D id  you  ~ge t~  i nvo lved  in  the  £1 igh ts  a long~  the  bo rde r  w i t~  ~ |ex i co?

O h ,  y e s ,  I  s t a r t e d  t h a t ,  a n d  m a d e  a  d e a l  w i t h  M e x i c o  w h e r e  I  c o u l d

fl y  o n  t h e  c o a s t  o f  M e x i c o  o n  t h e i r  l a n d  w i t h o u t  a  v i s a .

~ a t  w e r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r ?

Suhuar ines ,  mos t l y.

How about  a long the .Rio Gz~_ude area,  a long to New Mexico?

Ye s .  I n  M e x i c o  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a s  f r i e n d l y  t o ~  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

a s  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d ,  b u t  i t  w o r k e d  o u t  a l l  r i g h t .

~ :na t  were  they  1 .ook ing  fo r  the re ,  up  the  R io  Grande  and  a long  the

border?

F o r  i m m i g r a n t s  c o m i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  s t e a l i n g  c a t t l e .

We r e  t h e r e  s a b o t e u r s  c o m i n g  i n ,  a l s o ?  S p i e s ?

O h ,  y e s .  T h e y  w o u l d  s e t  u p  i n  a n  a r e a  t h e r e .  S o m e  t o  s t e a l  c a t t l e

 A c t u a l l y  w o l v e s  w e r e  f e e d i n g  o n  t h e  c a t ~ l e .
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and  take  them back  ac ross  the  bon ie r.

S o ,  t o  r e v i e w  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  y o u  k e p t  u p  y o u r  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e

p r o g r a m  a f t e r  t h e  w a r,  s e r v i n g  i n  c a p a c i t i e s  a t  N a t i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s .

T h a t  i s  r i g h t .  I  w a s  p r e t t y  i m p o r t a n t  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  b e c a u s e  I  w o r k e d

w i t h  E n g l a n d  a n d  F r a n c e  o v e r s e a s  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  t h i s  c o u n t r y.

You  became the  (S~)  Reg ion  Commander  and  f rom tha t  you  even tua l l y

became Chalmman of the Board.

T h a t  i s  r i g h t .

I n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  w a s  a n  A i r  F o r c e  o f fi c e r.

O f  c o u r s e  n o w  i t  i s  a  C A P  o f fi c e r .

Ye s ,  s i r .

A s  I  r e c a l l ,  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  C h a i r m a n  y o u  w e r e  o n l y  a  f u l l  c o l o n e l .

T h a t  i s  r i g h t .

I  remember  tha t  l a te r  Co l .  C laude  Chambers  (CAP)  and  I  p inned  on

y o u r  s t a r s  f o r  y o u .  T h a t  w a s  s o r t  o f  r e t r o a c t i v e .  ( D o n e  a t  S o u t h w e s t

Reg ion  Headquar te rs ,  Da l l as . )

T h a t  i s  r i g h t .

Wha t  do  you  env is ion  fo r  CAP now? ~na t  k ind  o f  p rog rams wou ld  you

l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e m  g e t  i n t o ?

S e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e ,  t h e  m a i n  t h i n g .  We  g e t  p l a n e s  l o s t  a n d  p e o p l e

l o s t ,  a n d  t h e y  c a l l  o u t  t h e  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l  a l l  t h e  t i m e .

D o e s  t h e  u n i f o r m  i d e a  s u i t  y o u ?

I  h a ~  t h e  fi r s t  o n e  m a d e ,  t o  s u i t  m e .  A n d  t h e n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  c a m e
on  and  changed  i t  somewhat  and  I  wen t  a long .

T h a t  w a s  w h e n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  a p p r o v e d  u s i n g  t h e i r  u n i f o r m  w i t h

s l i gh t  changes?

T ~ t  i s  r i g h t .



"                                               D . H .  B y r d

Of  course ,  when  CAP was  fo rmed  i t  was  the  Army  A i r  Fo rce .

T h a t  i s  r i g h t .

D o w n  a t  B e a u m o n t ,  Te x a s ,  w h e r e  y o u  h a d  y o u r  fl ~ g  u n i t s  o p e r a t i n g ,

how abou t  hous ing  fo r  those  peop le?

P e o p l e  w e r e  g o o d  t o  u s .  We  c o u l d  fi n d  h o u s i n g .  T h a t  w a s  n o t  m u c h

o f  a  p r o b l e m .

D id  the  CAP personne l  pay  fo r  the i r  own  subs is tence?

O h ,  y e s .  A l l  m y  m e n  p a i d  t h e i r  o w n  w a y.  A n d  t h e y  p a i d  t h e  p e o p l e

f o r  t h e i r  h o u s i n g ,  t o o .

D i d  t h e y  s t a y  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e ?  O r  d i d  t h e y  c o m e  a n d  s t a y  f o r

a  coup le  o f  mon ths  and  then  go  back?

Some o f  them d id ,  bu t  mos t  o f  t hem s tayed  down . . . . s t a y e d  w i t h

the  p rog ram.

D i d  y o u  a c t u a l l y  s p o t  a n y  s u ~ a r i n e s ?

Oh,  yes .

Yo u  w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  s i n k  a n y ?

No.  We wou ld  ~ l y  ove r  them and  they  wou ld  duck .  They  saw those

l i t t l e  p l a n e s  a n d  t h o u g h t  w e  w e r e  a l l  l o a d e d  w i t h  b o m b s .  We  d i d
n o t  h a v e  a n y  b o m b s .  We  fi n a l l y  d i d  g e t  t h e m .

D id  you  s ink  anybody  w i th  them?

Some 78~ submar ines were located.  We sank seven . . . . two  unass is ted .

What  k inds  o f  p lanes  were  the  bombs  hooked  on to?

P r i m a r i l y  S t i n s o n s .

D o  y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  L o d e s t a r ?

N o .  I  t h i n k  m y  s o n ,  C a ~ t h ,  h a s  t h a t  a i r p l a n e .
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